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SMHS Library, Sunapee, NH 

What was the  most important  cause of  the  Amer i can Revolut ion? 

Which  Br i t ish  poli t i cal  pol icy caused the  most w ide -spread outrage 

among Amer i can colonists?  

The  acts  backf i red .  “Instead of  restor ing royal 

author i ty ,  the  acts  un i ted the  colonists  beh ind the 

Boston radicals .…” 

 

The  colonists  v iewed the  acts  as tyranny and called 

the  acts  intolerable  or  coerc ive .   Bes ides  the  clos ing 

of  the  port  of  Boston ,  i t  was the  replacement  of  the  

Massachusetts  governor  that  t ruly angered the  

Massachusetts  colonists .   

Thorpe  – p .  325 

In response to  the  Intolerable  Acts ,  the  F i rs t  

Cont inental  Congress c reated a program of 

re tal iat ion  called the  Cont inental  Assoc iat ion ,  which  

was a system of boycott ing Br i t ish goods .  

Gross –  p .  58 

The  Cont inental Assoc iat ion  became the  pr imary 

leadership  in  the  colonies .   The  Associat ion  also 

helped start  new local  organizat ions which helped to  

end any remain ing royal  author i ty .    

www.amer i ca .gov – 

“The  Road to 

Independence” 

The  Br i t ish “miscalculated . ”  Rather  than merely 

punish Massachusetts  for the  Tea Party ,  the  acts  

caused wide -spread conce rn  throughout  the  colonies .  
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